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Welcome to the THE LANTERN, the official newsletter of 
the Sigma Phi Epsilon New Jersey Zeta Alumni & Vol-
unteer Corporation! We are proud to continue to share 
updates about the AVC and the undergraduate chapter 
with you. Please enjoy the hard work of the AVC and 
our contributors in this 2019 issue. 

First up, we have our A LETTER FROM THE AVC PRESIDENT by 
Tony Whalen #7 (Page 3), who reflects all that SigEp 
represents and more.
 
Next is a tribute and obituary for Brother AUGUSTUS 

HERRING #41 (Page 4).

On Page 10 and 11 is a schedule for 2019 HOMECOMING 
and a preview of 2018 Homecoming. 

District Governor Matt Englehardt has A MESSAGE for 
us on Page 12.

Next are A FEW WORDS from new Regional Director Alex 
Bochel (Page 13). 

And last but not least, Caleb Holt #368 has an UNDER-
GRAD UPDATE on Page 14.

Yours in brotherhood,

Wright Seneres #13
wright@wrightseneres.com
 
On the Cover: A photo from Auggie’s Facebook page. This 
is how I’ll always remember him - a big smile and having 
the time of his life. -W.S.
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G 
 
reetings All!

It was my sad duty to report on behalf of 
the AVC that Brother Augustus Herring #41 
passed away. We will celebrate his memory 
during Homecoming & Family Weekend on 
Saturday November 2nd at Rider.

Our activities throughout the day is a 
showing of all that SigEp represents: one 
of our young alumni, Hunter Morgen 
#280, will receive The Outstanding Young 
Alumnus award from the University, a 
heartfelt tribute to “Auggie”, and fun and 
fellowship at the afternoon BBQ and Ice 
Cream Social, our annual Alumni &  
Volunteer Corporation meeting and  
elections, Homecoming Football Game,  
and Senior Pub Hour with Alumni and 
Family. 

Thank you to all the Brothers who
showed Virtue, Diligence and Brotherly 
Love in our Lifetime Responsibility of 
Brotherhood supporting each other during 
good times and hard times. I love seeing 
Brothers spending time, sharing their lives 
and having fun together. 

Over the last year, we celebrated life with 
many births, marriages and career events 
that truly show our Chapter and Alumni 
Family growing. Congratulations to all. 
Keep driving for success. Keep striving for 
your personal and professional best. Keep  
thriving together. 

We have even more opportunities for 
Brothers to get together coming up,  
including an outing to a New Jersey Devils 
game on December 6 - get in touch with 
me for more information! 

A Letter from the AVC President

I would like to thank Rob Schulte for his 
years of service as Chapter Counselor. 
As Chapter Counselor, Rob has displayed 
great diligence in bringing the AVC and 
the undergraduate chapter even closer. I  
congratulate Eric Wright as he takes over 
for Rob. I would also like to thank Vince 
Fucci for taking over as Balanced Man 
Steward and thank him for his service as 
AVC Vice President. 

If you haven’t already, please consider 
joining or getting re-engaged with some 
of our meetings and programs, especially 
if you haven’t been around in a while, and 
see what our AVC is all about: 

Leaders, Scholars, Athletes, and  
Gentlemen. 

Sincerely,

Tony Whalen #7
AVC President

http://sigeplantern.wordpress.com
http://sigepnjzavc.com
https://www.facebook.com/New-Jersey-Zeta-AVC-of-Sigma-Phi-Epsilon-151145784304/
https://twitter.com/sigepnjzavc
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2582248
http://rider.sigep.org
https://www.facebook.com/sigepnjz
https://twitter.com/SigEpNJZ
https://www.instagram.com/sigepnjz/
mailto:mailto:wright%40wrightseneres.com?subject=Lantern
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I t is with burdened hearts, that we announce the sudden 
transition of our beloved son, Augustus Ricco Herring 
on August 30th, 2019. This event occurred in the City of 

Hackney, London where he lived.

Born in Monrovia, Liberia, West Africa, Augustus migrated 
to the United States upon the onset of the Civil Crisis. He 
was a graduate of Hamilton High West in Hamilton, New 
Jersey with Honors and enrolled at Rider University where 
he excelled as President of the Student Government  
Association, staff writer for the Rider News, Homecoming 
King, and member of the Sigma Phi Epsilon Fraternity, 
New Jersey Zeta Chapter.

Augustus also attended the Study Abroad Program in  
Paris, studying at the American Business School.

Upon graduation, he was hired by Johnson & Johnson 
Pharmaceuticals in New Brunswick, New Jersey where he 
began his career. He excelled there eventually working for 
the company globally in Switzerland and London. In 2013, 
he took up employment with Amazon, were he worked 
as a Senior Business Partner Manager, Building Financial 
Teams. Augustus was regarded as a top level interviewer 
and judge of young talent, and headed to the Graduate 
Program until his demise.

Photos courtesy of Nicole Cibelli, Rob Schulte, 
Shaun Sullivan, Tony Whalen, Levi Wilson,  

and Andrew Wong 

“Auggie”

“Auggie”, as he was affectionately called, 
was an avid reader, prolific writer with a 
penchant for proper grammar and atten-
tion to detail. He was also a Graphic Artist 
who appreciated the finer things in life. 
He loved all things Japanese. While in the 
United States, Augustus was a member 
of Shiloh Baptist Church in Trenton, New 
Jersey.

Augustus Ricco Herring is survived by his 
Mother, Miatta Stella Herring of Hamilton, 
New Jersey; his Father Boehnflahn John 
Herring (Agnes) of Baltimore, Maryland; 
his brothers, Eugene Herring of Monrovia, 
Liberia, JB Herring of Minnesota, USA, and 
Ian Herring of Maryland, USA, a host of 
relatives, co-workers and friends around 
the World. His biological mother pre- 
deceased him during childbirth.

Augustus was laid to rest on September 14, 
2019 at the City of London Cemetery,  
Aldersbrook Road, Manor Park, London E12 
5DQ, United Kingdom.

At 1pm on November 2, 2019, 
please join us at Gill Chapel to 

say goodbye to our Brother

Augustus Herring #41

Obituary courtesy of Miatta Herring, mother of the deceased
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2019 Schedule

2018 Homecoming 

Noon - 1pm Alumni Awards Ceremony
Lynch Adler Hall 202
Hunter Morgen #280, recipient of the Outstanding 
Young Alumnus Award

Rider University event

Memorial Service for Augustus Herring #41
Gill Chapel

Rider University event/
SigEp event

1pm 

Annual SigEp Homecoming Football Game
Back Fields 

SigEp event4pm 

Rider BBQ Tailgate/Family Ice Cream Social
BLC Parking Lot/University House 

Rider University event/
SigEp event

2pm 

SigEp NJ Zeta AVC Meeting & Elections
University House Basement

SigEp event3:30pm 

SigEp Senior Pub Hour with Alumni and Family
The Pub

SigEp event5:30pm 

Tree Experience for Recent Alumni
Back Fields

SigEp event5pm 

Bronc Bingo
Cavalla Room, free for students/$15 for alumni 
and families

Rider University event7pm 
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T-shirt pickup and payment 
for pre-orders this weekend.
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The first thing I noticed on the 
main SigEp web site was the 
phrase “a valued partner in 

higher education.” This got me 
thinking about how our chapters 
can demonstrate how we add 
value to our host institutions. I 
keep coming back to the concept 
of SigEp Learning Communities.

You only need to pay a small 
amount of attention to find  
examples of how fraternities get 
it wrong. There are lots of  
examples of that. But what if we 
made the decision to get caught 
doing something right? How do 
we do that?

One great step forward was at 
the 2017 Conclave when our 
Fraternity adopted substance- 
free policies regarding housing 
and activities.* Since SigEp 
passed substance-free, several 
other national fraternities have 
followed our lead and adopted 
similar policies.

On the local level, you can make 
sure that your chapter is repre-
sented by taking on leadership 
roles, both on campus and in 
your local community.

SigEp Learning Communities 
offer an environment in which 
people can live and learn in 
positive, meaningful ways that 
are conducive to fraternity AND 
higher education – there is no 
need to see ourselves on  
opposite sides! Having a good 
relationship with your faculty 

A Message from Matt Englehardt A Few Words from Alex Bochel
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Five years ago, I downloaded 
an e-book that would  
ultimately lead me to accept 

a job as a regional director for 
SigEp. I was very reserved and 
socially awkward in high school. 
Talking to adults, meeting new 
people, and holding conver-
sations were difficult for me. 
The e-book I downloaded was 
called “How to Always Know 
What to Say” and it was the first 
step that I took on the journey 
known to SigEp as continuous 
development.

I joined SigEp my freshman year 
of college at Virginia Tech. The 
chapter had just restarted, and 
I saw it as an opportunity to 
continue to better myself and to 
lead a fraternity in a direction 
that few go. The more people I 
talked to, the better my inter- 
personal skills got. I started 
attending recruitment events, 
doing interviews for potential 
new members, and leading a 
committee for our recruitment 
efforts outside of formal  
recruitment. In the Fall of my 
sophomore year, I was elected 
vice president of recruitment. 
This position would have been 
impossible for me just a few 
years prior. I learned how to 
work with people, how to  
recruit, and what it took to 
influence others. That Spring, I 
was awarded the Fraternity New 
Member of the Year award that 
went to one new member of the 
33 fraternities on campus every 
year for contributions to their 

fellows goes a LONG WAY in 
helping all parties realize that 
learning can happen in fraterni-
ties. Let’s not be afraid to publi-
cize that!

I realize that the living situation 
for your chapter is probably not 
as conducive for the fraternity 
as you would like. I urge you to 
incorporate the purposes of the 
learning community into your 
chapter’s everyday life, and 
hopefully show your campus 
partners – by your example – 
that you share the same goals 
that they do and that SigEp does 
add value to the Rider  
experience. 

* Substance-free was  
DEFINITELY a hot topic  
at the 2017 Conclave, with 
strong opinions being voiced 
on all sides. By contrast, there 
was not much debate at the 
2019 Conclave in Houston!

MATTHEW W. ENGLEHARDT, IN Zeta ’91, 
is District Governor, District 4 (DE, 
MD, NJ).  

chapter.

I developed a close relationship 
with my regional director and 
volunteer specialist my junior 
year and he put me on contact 
with SigEp headquarters. I  
accepted the SigEp job offer 
before my junior year ended. 
Although I studied computer 
science, I saw this as a once in a 
lifetime opportunity to continue 
to improve myself in ways I  
never thought possible. I am 
looking forward to helping my 
chapters recruit, develop a great 
Balanced Man Program, and 
become better leaders. I want 
other members of SigEp to have 
life changing experiences in their 
chapters like I did. That is the 
ultimate reason why I took this 
job.

Since SigEp passed 
substance-free,  
several other  
national fraternities 
have followed our 
lead and adopted 
similar policies.

ALEX BOCHEL, VA Kappa ’19, is  
Regional Director, Region 1  
(ME, MA, CT, NJ, NY, VT)

I want other members 
of SigEp to have life 
changing experiences 
in their chapters like 
I did. 
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Be sure to join our 
chapter LinkedIn 

group!

↸
Check out the AVC 

website:
sigepnjzavc.com


Read THE LANTERN
online including 
previous issues!


Like the AVC on 

Facebook!

↸
Check out the 

chapter website:
rider.sigep.org

Connect
with us!

Got some great news?
Share it with your brothers!

Send your news to Tony Whalen at 
tnice7@yahoo.com

and see it in The Lantern!

F   or most, Summer 2019 was a time to relax  
 and unwind after a hectic Spring semester; 
however, the brothers of the NJ Zeta chapter 

 spent their time diligently preparing for the 
upcoming Fall semester. Brothers Alberto  
Rosario and Derek Astwood took on Conclave 
July 24th-28th in Houston. They spent their 
time meeting brothers from all around the 
country, and voted on legislation that affects 
SigEp nationally. They then brought their  
experiences back to NJ Zeta, where we used 
what they learned to begin planning for the 
Fall. 

This semester is set to be a very successful one 
in terms of recruitment, with a goal of 10-15 
new members. While ambitious, the entire 
chapter has made it their mission to personally 
recruit younger men in the Rider community 
and show them what being in Sigma Phi Epsi-
lon is truly about. As the stigmas behind Greek 
Life have damaged recruitment over the years, 
NJ Zeta is dedicated to showing that we are  
different for a reason.

One way which we’ll do this is through  
numerous events and programming, some of 
which include the annual Queen of Hearts, 
S.A.V.E. Week, video game tournaments,  
tabling, and specific recruitment events. Be on 
the look out for events designed specifically for 
family and alumni around mid-November. The 
Balanced Man Banquet will also be back this 
semester in full force, so stay tuned for more 
information about that as well.

Overall, we are very excited about this semester 
and the current executive board wants to make 
our last semester in our positions the best one 
yet. It’s a great day to be a SigEp.

HFF,

Caleb Holt
#368

Undergrad Update

Bundle up to watch the New Jersey Devils destroy the Chicago 
Blackhawks in the ultimate hockey beatdown with your  
Brothers and Friends! 

Brother Joey Aresta ’19 worked with us for group tickets.  
Section 107 Row 3 Seats 1-13. We’ll be on the jumbotron and 
get a group gift of Devils swag. 

For those going -to confirm- Venmo us @SigEp-NJZAVC.  
$67 per ticket - feel free to add your +5 Dues.  
(Your +5 Dues: every year since you graduated, add $5.)

Contact Tony Whalen for any questions. Open to All.

SigEp NJZ 
Devils 
Game
Dec 6

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2582248
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2582248
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2582248
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2582248
http://sigepnjzavc.com
http://sigepnjzavc.com
http://sigepnjzavc.com
http://sigeplantern.wordpress.com
http://sigeplantern.wordpress.com
http://sigeplantern.wordpress.com
http://sigeplantern.wordpress.com
https://www.facebook.com/New-Jersey-Zeta-AVC-of-Sigma-Phi-Epsilon-151145784304/
http://www.sigepnjzeta.org/
http://rider.sigep.org
http://rider.sigep.org
http://rider.sigep.org

